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NON-VIOLENCE'AND KHADI
The Congress constitution is undergoing a radical change.
The supreme change that is desirable for the sake of avoiding
untruth and hypocrisy is to remove the words " legitimate and
peaceful" from the first article of the Congress constitution as
also the clause about Khadi. Experience shows that the people
who form the bulk of Congressmen are not wedded either to
truth and non-violence or to Khadi. As an ardent lover of
truth and non-violence and Khadi as their symbol, I make bold
to suggest that these clauses should go. It will be open to anyone
to be truthful and non-violent and to wear Khadi if he or she
chooses to. Only there wjll be no deception practised on India
or the world. Paradoxical as it may appear we shall be more
healthful, more non-violent and better Khadi lovers with the
suggested amendment than without. It should be remembered
that I myself had at one time moved the removal of these
clauses. I was glad I was defeated. It was wrong to be glad.
I shall be sorry if my suggestion is rejected even now. Let it
not be said of us that we prize hypocrisy above truth.
Simla, 8-5-'46                                 (From Harijansevak)
Horijan, 19-5-1946